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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM, Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at the Municipal 
Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Kenneth Brettschneider     

Andrea Eisenberg 
 
Members Absent:  None 
     
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Robert Melillo, Asst. Building Inspector 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
None  
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Kristina Nye Weise     Case #ARB14-09 
 5 Cold Spring Court    Front Portico Addition 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called 5 Cold Spring Court.  Robert Palmerini, from Roam Design 
appeared before the Board.  Mr. Palmerini explained that they are proposing to construct a 
new front covered portico and railing over the existing front landing and stairs.  They are 
also proposing to replace the existing front entrance door with a new door.  He said the 
columns are fiberglass azek, painted white.  The underside ceiling of the curved portico arch 
would be clear cedar with a pendant light hanging down from the center of the ceiling that 
matches the existing wall sconces.  The railing system is a gloss white pvc material.  The 
roof of the portico is proposed to be an anodized, standing seam aluminum in a dark bronze 
color.  He added that the stone landing exists. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about the gutters.  Mr. Palmerini said the gutters would match 
the existing white k style gutters on the house.  Chairman MacDonald asked about the style 
of the columns.  Mr. Palmerini said the columns are a Tuscan style, top and bottom load 
bearing.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the balustrades have a top and bottom also.  Mr. 
Palmerini said he would add a base to match the columns.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the 
spindles are to be straight or curved.  Mr. Palmerini said the spindles would be straight.  
Chairman MacDonald asked if there was going to be a change to the door.  Mr. Palmerini 
said they are proposing a new entrance door.  It is a fiberglass, 6 panel door with side 
lights.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the red would be going away.  Mr. Palmerini said the front 
door would be white.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the shutters would be remaining on the 
house. Mr. Palmerini said the shutters exist and they are not touching the existing façade of 
the house. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the application as presented.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. Christopher Belhumeur    Case #ARB14-10 
 42 Mountain Avenue    Addition 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 42 Mountain Avenue.  Christopher Belhumeur, homeowner, 
appeared before the board.  Mr. Belhumeur explained that they would like to add a sunroom 
on the side of their home.  He showed the Board his plan and photographs of the existing 
conditions of his home.  He said he would like the details of his Victorian home to be 
repeated in the sunroom addition.  He showed the Board the proposed elevations of the 
sunroom. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked on the elevation compared to existing where the room started.  
Mr. Belhumeur said half of the space exists and half will be new space.  Chairman 
MacDonald commented on the beauty of the house.  Mr. Belhumeur said they plan on 
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retaining the colors of the house and all of the details of the porch (dentils, brackets and 
finials) will be brought through to the addition.  Chairman MacDonald asked if there would 
be access to the room from the existing porch.  Mr. Belhumeur said no, the room will be two 
steps down at garden level and keep the roof line. Chairman MacDonald pointed out to the 
Board that there is a lot of history of sunrooms in the neighborhood.  Mr. Belhumeur 
showed the Board members photographs of his neighbors properties and said he wants the 
addition to look original to the house.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said the one component that jumps out to him is the roof.  He said the 
pitch of the roof on Victorians is a grand part of the architecture and the new roof appears 
almost flat.  Mr. Belhumeur said the new roof is flat in keeping with Victorian architecture 
with sunrooms and solariums.  Chairman MacDonald said it looks applied to the building 
rather than embedded in the building.  Mr. Belhumeur pointed out that if you are standing 
across the street, you cannot tell if the roof is flat or pitched.  Chairman MacDonald said it is 
obvious that Mr. Belhumeur has gone to a lot of effort to make this sunroom feel like part of 
the house.  He said he had some concerns about the skylight and suggested that changing 
the pitch of the skylight may resolve the issue.  Mr. Belhumeur said this section of the 
house is set back far enough that he doesn’t think the skylight would even be seen from the 
street.  After discussion about viewing the skylight from different planes, Chairman 
MacDonald said he felt the skylight would be seen from the street and suggested maybe 
redesigning the skylight to a more traditional look or to get a mockup to get a sense of how 
it is really going to work.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked Mr. Belhumeur what material would be used on the roof.  Mr. 
Belhumeur said it is a modern flat roof the same color as the shingled roof – a charcoal gray 
color.  Chairman MacDonald asked about the detail of the edging of the roof.  Mr. 
Belhumeur said the flashing from the roof would be copper or painted to match the roof 
color.  He added that he did not feel that you are going to see the surface of the roof.   
 
Chairman MacDonald told Mr. Belhumeur he has done a fantastic job with the design but the 
skylight jumps out immediately.  Mr. Belhumeur asked if he omitted the skylight at this 
juncture to move forward and then reinvestigate the aesthetics of the skylight and resubmit 
that later could that be done?  Chairman MacDonald said that could be done.  Mr. 
Belhumeur said that would leave the concerns about the flat roof.  Chairman MacDonald 
said that was correct as well as what the material for the roof is.  He said the Board could 
give temporary approval and the issues could even be resolved through emails.  Mr. 
Belhumeur asked what the Board would like to see on the roof.  He said he is limited by the 
modern codes and what’s allowed and he wants to make it look aesthetically correct.  
Chairman MacDonald said he would prefer it to be pitched but that might never work out.  
He said he would like to see photographs of what the manufacturers propose and 
understand how the seams will respond over time.   
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked Mr. Belhumeur when he picked the skylight, was he trying to match 
the front porch.  Mr. Belhumeur said he was looking for some symmetry.  He said it is 
centered on the chimney because there is a fireplace down below.  He is working with a 
company that does modern skylights in a Victorian-esque aesthetic with modern materials.  
The skylight is made out of painted aluminum so from the street you’ll see it the same color 
as the trim and then glass.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said he was comfortable approving the application with a caveat that 
the Board be provided a better understanding of the roof material is and that flashing be 
copper or painted to match the roof.  He said Mr. Belhumeur could come back with more 
information about the skylight.  Mr. Belhumeur said the skylight is 5’ x 5’. He could send cut 
sheets from the manufacturer. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the proposed modifications with the 
understanding that there will be secondary approval on the roofing materials 
through email or other format, and the skylight can be a secondary issue not 
associated with this initial approval.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All 
ayes. 
 
Mr. Belhumeur will return for approval of the skylight. 
 
3.   Tesla Motors      Case #ARB14-08 
 115 (125) Kisco Avenue    Repaint Building 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Tesla Motors.  Bradley Hoffman, Tesla Motors, appeared before 
the Board.   
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Mr. Hoffman explained that Tesla tried to power wash the building but it didn’t work.  They 
would like to remove the gray awning over the entrance and lower the sign and paint the 
body of the building a bunny gray.  The upper roof band is their darkest gray – wrought 
iron.  In addition, the wall coming out perpendicular from the building, they would like to 
paint neon red. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the perpendicular wall is a split-block wall.  Mr. Hoffman said 
it was.  Chairman MacDonald suggested that they consider smooth out the wall before 
painting.  Andrea Eisenberg asked about possibly painting the garage doors red.  Mr. 
Hoffman said they would paint them either bunny gray or the dark gray.  He added the sign 
over the entrance door would be moved down about a foot and centered over the entrance.  
Ken Brettschneider asked about site lighting.  Mr. Hoffman said the parking lot light would 
be a down light with LED lighting.  
 
Chairman MacDonald said the proposal was an improvement and painting the garage doors 
would help.  He again suggested that the red wall be smoothed out as it would have a 
sleeker look.  Andrea Eisenberg asked about the walkway.  Mr. Hoffman said that all the 
concrete would was going to be redone.  He asked what color would like to see the garage 
doors painted.  It was agreed that they would match the gray in the Tesla sign – Deep 
Silver gray. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the proposal as submitted, and 
requesting the garage doors be painted Deep Silver Gray and the red wall be 
smoothed out before painting.  Ken Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
4.   Diplomat Towers     Case #ARB14-11 
 200 Diplomat Drive    Balcony Alterations 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Diplomat Towers.  Michael Macri, Engineer, and Sharon 
Camacho, Diplomat Towers appeared before the Board.  Mr. Macri said his firm was 
contracted to look at the balconies that are in disrepair, and it has been quite a process to 
pick out new railings.  He explained that the existing railings are not up to code.  Mr. Macri 
shows photos of the balcony panels at various views.  He said they have already done two 
balconies to show the owners what the new railings would look like.  He showed the board 
photos of the new balconies.   
 
Andrea Eisenberg said these are such prominent buildings.  Chairman MacDonald asked if 
the topping of the balconies is being removed to the building and then what is being done 
with the flashing?  Mr. Macri said they will be wired and bonded and then a waterproof 
traffic surface will be installed on top.  Andrea Eisenberg asked what color would the 
balconies be?  Mr. Macri said they would be a bronze color to match the doors and windows.  
Andrea Eisenberg asked how long would it take to complete this project.  Mr. Macri said it is 
a two year project.  There are three sides to the buildings and they are starting on the Saw 
Mill side of the building.  The scaffolding will be installed so they can complete a whole 
vertical row at once. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the application as presented.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Minutes: 
 
March 19, 2014 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the minutes of January 15, 2014 as 
submitted.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
/pat 


